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Cll Startup Delegation to Australia

The Confederation of Indian Industry (Cll) plays a pivotal role in nurturing and
supporting the growth of startups through its dedicated Centre of Excellence for
Innovation, Startup, and Entrepreneurship (CIES). This initiative reflects the
commitment to create an enabling environment for startups to thrive.

ClI's network of offices across the country ensures that the benefits of this support
were accessible to startups in various regions. Key interventions include facilitating
corporate connections for funding, market access, mentorship, capacity building,
and exposure to the international markets.

India boasts one of the world's largest and most vibrant innovation and start-up
ecosystems, Indian entrepreneurs possess the skills and experience to pursue
entrepreneurial opportunities globally. It has emerged as the 3rd largest ecosystem
for startups globally as of 31st May 2023; expected to withess YoY growth of
consistent annual growth of 12-15%. Indian entrepreneurs possess the skills and
experience to pursue entrepreneurial opportunities globally.

The Australian startup ecosystem has evolved into a vibrant and dynamic
landscape, fostering innovation and entrepreneurship across various sectors such
as Access to Capital, Strong Education and Research Institutions, a Supportive
Regulatory Environment, Access to Skilled Talent, a Growing Tech Ecosystem,
Government Support, and a stable Economic Environment.

All of these support systems made Australia an attractive destination for Indian
entrepreneurs to explore, innovate, and expand their businesses globally.

The prime objective of the ClI Startup Delegation to Australia was to provide Indian
growth stage startups with an opportunity to showcase the strength of Indian
Innovative startups and understand the international markets for their business
growth and get introduced to cutting-edge startups from Australia. The

outcome of the delegation included Expanded Market Understanding,

Enhanced Network, Strategic Alliances, Knowledge Exchange.

CllI Startup Delegation to Australia included 3 days in Melbourne followed by 2 days
in Sydney that comprised of interactive sessions with Industry, B2B meetings,
company/clusters visits, corporate and investor meetings, showcase of Australian
Startups, and networking sessions with leading startups ecosystem enablers,
showcasing and pitching session of Indian Startups that were a part of the ClI
Startup Delegation to Australia.




VICTORIAN INVESTMENT CENTRE

On December 4th, Cll Startup Delegation to Australia, commenced at the Invest
Victorian Centre, where the State Government of Victoria, Australia, showcased the
significance of the Australia India Economic Corporate and Trade Agreement (ECTA)
and the Invest Victoria Advisory network in fostering an entrepreneurial ecosystem.
Notably, approximately 10 startups have attained unicorn status in Melbourne. The
sectors under focus include biotech, edtech, sports tech, climate tech, digital gaming,
fintech, drone tech, prop tech, blockchain, Al, robotics, and advanced manufacturing.
The discussions revolved around the LaunchVic initiative to globally scale up
startups and the significance of MSMEs raising venture capital or bootstrapping.
Insights were shared on India's developing economy, the selling proposition in the
Middle East, and comparisons between African and Australian markets. LaunchVic's
approach aligns with the strategy of assisting MSMEs in raising venture capital
initially and subsequently transitioning to bootstrap funding. This funding perspective
aims to empower startups with initial capital through venture funding, facilitating their
growth trajectory. As startups mature, they pivot toward bootstrap funding, ensuring
sustainable growth and independence.

https://www.invest.vic.gov.au/

Cll Startup Delegation with Nik Guruprasad, International investment facilitation ,Bringing
innovation from global ecosystems to Melbourne, Victoria



https://www.invest.vic.gov.au/

UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE

The visit to the University of Melbourne showcased their research contributions
addressing global challenges, emphasizing their strong community connections.

The visit further highlighted the research that contributes to solving social, economic
and environmental challenges the world is facing today and into the future. They are
tightly connected with their communities, at home and abroad, which only enriches
student and entrepreneurs learning, teaching, and research.

Melbourne Connect focusses on connecting research with commercialisation at one
platform.

Melbourne connect is a digital innovation ecosystem, Melbourne Connect represents
a physical and programmatic convergence of many organisations and
interdisciplinary institutions seeking to leverage research and emerging technologies
to disrupt and transform our society.

https://www.unimelb.edu.au/

ClI Startup Delegation to University of Melbourne with Mr. Shane Ridley, Partnership
Development Manager, Melbourne Connect



https://www.unimelb.edu.au/

STARTUP BOOTCAMP AUSTRALIA

Startup Bootcamp serves as a cornerstone for fostering innovation ecosystems,
catering to a diverse spectrum of stakeholders, including Entrepreneurs, Startups,
and Scaleups, Corporates, Investors, Government and Academia, Mentors, Local
Community, and International Linkages involved in the entrepreneurial landscape. It
encapsulates an array of programs and initiatives aimed at nurturing startups and
scaleups, accelerating corporate innovation programs, and bridging the gap between
various entities within the innovation ecosystem.

https://www.startupbootcamp.org/
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Mr. Trevor Townsend, CEO Startup boot camp Australia
Mr. Stuart Allinson, Energy Partner briefing the CIl Startup Delegation on initiatives by
Startupbootcamp



https://www.startupbootcamp.org/
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Mission Leader Mr. Vijaya Kumar Ivaturi(IVK), Co-founder, CTO, Crayon Data India Pvt Ltd
handing over momentos to Mr. Trevor Townsend, CEO Startup boot camp Australia

Mr. Stuart Allinson, Energy Partner briefing the Cll Startup Delegation on initiatives by
Startupbootcamp




AUSTRALIA INDIA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE (AICC)

The delegation had a fruitful interaction at the Australia India Chamber of Commerce
(AICC). CEO Mr. Tully Smith highlighted the pivotal role of co-locating business
chambers and offering an opportunity to meet investors and AICC members under
one roof, fostering bilateral relationships thus adding to the economic growth of the
region.

https://aicc.com.au/

Cll Startup Delegation with Mr. Tully Smith, CEO, AICC



https://aicc.com.au/

INFOSYS INNOVATION NETWORK

At Infosys Innovation Network, Cll Startup delegation were offered a firsthand
glimpse into how |IN serves as a launchpad for innovation, empowering startups
through mentorship, resources, and a collaborative ecosystem followed by a candid
chat featuring four successful startups sharing their incredible entrepreneurial
journeys, shedding light on the invaluable support and mentorship provided by IIN.

During the presentation, the speaker delved into various aspects including
transformative ideas and the concept of IKIGAI, emphasizing the significance of
Angel Investors in fostering emerging technologies. They highlighted the value of
prioritizing learning over merely possessing knowledge, urging the audience to test
propositions and adapt them to suit their product. The phrase "Accelerate the
journey" encapsulated the essence of expediting progress. Additionally, the
discussion touched upon automating the merchandising process and underscored
the remarkable talents within the tech realm.

Another speaker from the panelists addressed the relevance of big data in
conjunction with high street retailers, noting a gap in receiving data from these
retailers. They highlighted the importance of establishing connections with the
academia of Melbourne universities to bridge this data gap and potentially leverage
academic resources for better access to pertinent information.

Another one offered insights into their entrepreneurial journey with their company
Firmable (https://firmable.com/) which boasts a database of 1 billion companies.
Notably, Firmable has curated Australia's largest database, showcasing its capability
to provide comprehensive information, such as all vegetable suppliers. Expanding on
this notion, engaging with customers beyond conventional business settings,
perhaps outside the office, further amplifies the importance of direct communication
and understanding their needs firsthand. This approach can lead to more tailored
and customer-centric business strategies.

An enlightening interaction with Dr. Sushil Kumar, Consul General of India in
Melbourne, shed light on the evolving geopolitical landscape and the monumental
shift towards digital economy and innovation.

ClI Delegation comprising of startups and MSME leaders couldn't have been more
timely and relevant in this context. The government's enthusiastic willingness to
extend support is a testament to the value placed on fostering collaborations
between India and Australia

https://www.infosys.com/about/innovation-network.html



https://www.infosys.com/about/innovation-network.html

Cll Startup Delegation at lIN(Infosys Innovation Network) with Mr. Ashok Mysore, Regional
Head and Senior Vice President , Dr. Sushil Kumar, CG
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Panel discussion with startups sharing their entrepreneurial journey (L to R)
Mr. Sunder lyer, Founder / MD at Emertel
Mr. Satyarth Misra, Asia-Pacific Growth & Business Excellence executive, CEO , Digiruption

Mr. Ashwin Rao, Co-Founder & CTO at Okkular. Entrepreneur, Technologist, Product
Management & Development Executive

Mr. Karthik Venkatasubramanian, Co-founder , Chief Product and Technology Officer,
Firmable




Address by Dr. Sushil Kumar, Consul General of India in Melbourne

CREMORNE DIGITAL HUB

The Cremorne Digital Hub is a unique platform, that brings together the brightest
minds in business, industry, education, research and technology to generate new
pathways for innovation, opportunity and growth in the digital economy of
Victoria.The Victorian Government has invested $10 million to establish the
Cremorne Digital Hub to drive the growth of Victoria's tech sector and ecosystem
and develop and position the Cremorne precinct as a top global destination for
innovation and technology.

Emphasizing the power of partnerships, Cremorne encourages collaboration among
industry heads, leveraging collective expertise to aggregate solutions and drive
efficient delivery.

https://cremornedigitalhub.com.au/en-au/home



https://cremornedigitalhub.com.au/en-au/home

MONASH UNIVERSITY

The visit to Monash University, Clayton Campus, served as an insightful exploration
into the university's innovation and research endeavors, particularly focusing on the
nexus between academia, industry engagement, and entrepreneurial initiatives.

The delegation was warmly received by distinguished members of Monash
University's faculty and administration including

Ms Julia Vannucchi, Senior Project Officer, Global Engagement, Office of the Pro
Vice-Chancellor, International

Ms Jenny Phillips, Projects and Committees Senior Coordinator, Office of the Pro
Vice-Chancellor (International)

Professor Craig Jeffrey, Pro Vice-Chancellor (International), Office of the Provost and
Senior Vice-President

Mr Simon Wilkins, Head of the Generator, Monash University

Professor Mainak Mujumder, Professor, Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering,
Faculty of Engineering

Mr Yoni Sharon, Industry Portfolio Manager, Faculty of Engineering
Professor Adrian Neild, Deputy Dean of Engineering (Strategic Initiatives)

The visit encompassed various insightful discussions and presentations, highlighting
pivotal aspects of Monash University's innovation and industry engagement
initiatives by Simon Wilkins, Head of the Generator, elucidated on Monash
Innovation's role in bolstering the ecosystem, focusing on commercialization, new
venture formation, and entrepreneurial education.

Address by Professor Mainak Majumder and Mr Yoni Sharon on the university's
involvement in applied research and its engagement with industries, particularly
showcasing the ARC Research Hub on Advanced Manufacturing with Two-
Dimensional Materials (AM2D) and its contributions to industry partnerships.

Professor Adrian Neild Deputy Dean of Engineering (Strategic Initiatives), concluded
the session, emphasizing the university's strategic initiatives in engineering and
innovation.

Throughout the engagements, key highlights were discussed:

e The historical evolution of material sciences, particularly the significance of
silicon from 1916 to 1971 and graphene from 2004 to 2013 to present, and
their impact on job opportunities and entrepreneurial ventures.

¢ |Initiatives supporting startups within the university, providing space and
resources for startups until product testing completion.

e Licensing patents and fostering startups, with a focus on
energy,mechatronics,Al/ML, biomedical, and technological applications.




¢ Noteworthy ventures such as the Monash startup on lithium battery, digital
twin labs within the university, and NMRAI, funded by the Victorian
government, presence of dry and wet labs.

e Future plans to integrate industry expertise and venture capital within the
university's ecosystem.

e Monash is the most international of all universities and got collaborations with
[IT Bombay

The visit to Monash University provided a comprehensive understanding of its
dynamic initiatives bridging academia and industry, fostering innovation, and
supporting entrepreneurial ventures. The collaborative efforts and forward-looking
strategies underscore Monash's commitment to pioneering advancements and
industry-academia partnerships.

https://www.monash.edu/

Visit and tour of the Digital twin lab within Monash University



https://www.monash.edu/

Visit to the Melbourne Centre for Nanofabrication (MCN)

SYDNEY STARTUPHUB

Sydney Startup Hub facilitates the jobs of the future, by supporting the innovation
ecosystem and making NSW the most effective place in Australia to establish a
business.

Nearly 6,000 jobs have been created within the Sydney Startup Hub since 2018. It is
a globally significant innovation hub that cements Sydney as Australia's startup
capital. It connects people, supports collaboration, attracts investors and strengthens
the startup community — essential for building a pipeline of future job-creating
businesses and sustainable, high-value jobs in NSW.

The tour at the Sydney StartupHub, facilitated by the Australia India Business
Council (AIBC) and Investment NSW, aimed to provide a comprehensive overview
and interaction within the startup ecosystem, fostering connections among
ecosystem leaders, founders, government officials, and the Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII) delegation.




The tour commenced with an opportunity for leaders within the startup ecosystem,
founders, and government officials to engage in informal discussions and build
connections. The session initiated with a formal welcome and introduction by
representatives from AIBC, Investment NSW, and the Sydney Startup Hub, setting
the stage for the tour's proceedings.

Investment NSW presented a comprehensive showcase of the startup ecosystem,
offering insights into its vibrancy, key players, and opportunities for growth.

A detailed discussion was held focusing on startup market access pathways and
readiness, facilitated by key leaders from AIBC, Business NSW, TankStream Labs,
Fish Burners, Stone & Chalk, the Export Council of Australia, and Business NSW.
Notable figures including the Director of Investment NSW, CEOs of leading startup
hubs, and representatives from Austrade and Fintech Australia shared insights and
strategies for market access.

Cll delegation was introduced, emphasizing its participation and engagement within
the startup landscape, showcasing its innovative initiatives.

Ms. Jodi emphasized the importance of Agri-tech, highlighting the memorandum of
understanding (MOU) between CIl and AIBC that promotes the development of fresh
concepts, innovations, and collaborative opportunities. The AIBC's partnership with
FACE specifically concentrates on enhancing food and water security through joint
efforts.

https://www.investment.nsw.gov.au/innovation/sydney-startup-hub/



https://www.investment.nsw.gov.au/innovation/sydney-startup-hub/

Tour of the Sydney Startup Hub

KPMG

Mr. Jai Patel, Australia-India Corridor and KPMG’s India Business Practice
Partnerindia Business Practice, KPMG Australia was delighted to host the
Confederation of Indian Industry-led Indian startup delegation at Sydney-Barangaroo
offices for a knowledge session covering business establishment in Australia,
government incentives and immigration followed by a roundtable discussion with
preeminent local VCs to explore the opportunities for cross border investment and
collaboration.

Ritesh Mistry, CFO Advisory, Senior Partner, Audit, Assurance & Risk Consulting at
KPMG provided an Overview of the Australian Banking and financial services and
fintech landscape

Representatives from KPMG organised sessions on How to set up business in
Australia, tax, compliances, Government incentives / R&D Tax Incentive

Samantha Panchal, Director-Immigration at KPMG Australia provided an Overview
on Immigration/ short-term working visas / business visa PR




Major focus was on the Migration landscape and growing migration partnership
between India and Australia by the representatives Rajeev Gupta, Partner at ALIUM
Capital, Karthi Subramaniam, Head of Asia Pacific & Australia at PFG

Ms. Amanda Price Partner, KPMG Enterprise. Co-Lead Deals and Ventures,
provided an overview of Startup landscape in Australia followed by Roundtable
discussion to share learnings and perspectives from startup ecosystems in Australia
and India by KPMG representatives.

https://kpmg.com/au/en/home.html



https://kpmg.com/au/en/home.html

Mr. Jai Patel, Partner, India Business Practice, KPMG Australia(Centre bottom) with ClI
Startup Delegation to Australia




SYDNEY SCALEUP HUB

Representative from Sydney Scaleup Hub welcomed the Cll Startup delegation
followed by a visit and a tour of the facility.

https://www.stoneandchalk.com.au/sydney-scaleups/

Preparation of the pitching sessions by Cll Startups at Sydney Scaleup Hub

WESTERN SYDNEY UNIVERSITY LAUNCHPAD

A lineup of distinguished speakers at the Western Sydney University LaunchPad
focussing on the initiatives, offerings of the WSU launchPad was indeed informative.

The CIlI Delegation was warmly welcomed to WSU LaunchPad, where Don Wright,
Executive Director of Enterprise at WSU, and Mabel Joe, Senior Coordinator of
Communications & Activation at WSU Launch Pad, introduced the audience to the
vibrant Western Sydney Startup Ecosystem and the exciting India ScaleUp
opportunities. Mr. Irfan Malik, Assoc. Chair & President NSW, AIBC, delivered special
remarks, highlighting CAIR Initiatives for Entrepreneurial Ecosystem Bridge. Tim



https://www.stoneandchalk.com.au/sydney-scaleups/

Thomas, CEO of the Centre for Australia India Relations (CAIR), shared insights into
ClIlI Startup Delegation and engaged in interaction, led by Mr. Vijaya Kumar lvaturi
Co-Founder & CTO of Crayon Data India Pvt Ltd . Madhu Vasanthy, Senior Director
of Cll CIES, provided an overview of CIlI CIES, preceding a dedicated CllI Startup
Pitching session involving 14 participants engaging with representatives from
Western Sydney University and key investor heads at WSU LaunchPad. The event
also featured a presentation on Western Sydney University by Mr. Kunal Bhusare,
Founder of Kiki Selective, followed by an insightful Q&A session on the Startup
Ecosystem & Delegation. The session concluded with wrap-up remarks and closing
insights, leading to a tour of PEIH WSU LaunchPad facilitated by Mabel Joe.

https://launchpadlive.com.au/
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Mrs. Deeptee, Founder and Director, Athagala foundation presenting a demo of her startup



https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flaunchpadlive.com.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cshweta.lalwani%40cii.in%7C254456bf3d4e447e10ee08dbfacd1f01%7Ce749ab1b73da4549a0cf1abb0ffbb817%7C0%7C0%7C638379531169826880%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=h6VhxDFW%2FJeCm%2FueqQqh3U0iPsvwfaqtdurAB1%2BXN9M%3D&reserved=0
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Momento by Mr. Venkata Ranjith, Founder, Opstech to Ms. Abbey Grover, Manager,
LaunchPad Operations and Programs
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Cll Startup Delegation at the Western Sydney University along with their representatives




Annexure A

Based on the interactions with various organisations in Melbourne & Sydney,
we have identified the following engagement / actions for CIl CIES.

- Biotech & health tech delegation in 2024
- Defence tech and startup delegation in 2024

- Round table on digital economy infrastructure and policy enablers for bilateral
cooperation

- Procurement policy for startup engagement mandate by Australian Govt.
- Green hydrogen cross border engagement for VCs and portfolio synergies

- Market entry manual with a Knowledge partner

Annexure B

List of organisations in Melbourne and Sydney

Meetings with State Government of Victoria, Australia

Meetings at University of Melbourne, Melbourne Connect Innovation Precinct
Meeting at Startup Bootcamp Australia

Meeting at Australia India Chamber of Commerce (AICC)

Meetings at Infosys Innovation Network(lIN)

Meeting at Cremorne Digital Hub

Meetings at Monash University with tour of different facilities of Monash University
Meetings at Sydney StartupHub

Meetings at KPMG

Meetings at Sydney Scaleup Hub

Meetings at Western Sydney University LaunchPad




Annexure C

ClI Startup Delegation to Australia : 4-8 December 2023 List of Members

Sno FullName Designation = Org Name Location
1 Mr Vijaya Kumar Co-Founder & Crayon Data Chennai
Ivaturi CTO India Pvt Ltd
2 Mr Arunraj Pandian Director Maxbyte Coimbatore
Vijayakumarpandian Technologies
3 Mr Nageswara Rao CEO IMPACTO Bengaluru
Korlepara DIGIFIN
TECHNOLOGI
ES PVTLTD
4 Mr Ranjith Venkata Founder & SHRI SHAKTI Hyderabad
Dontamsetti CEO OPSTECH PVT
LTD
5 Mr Venkata Ranjan Co-Founder SHRI SHAKTI Hyderabad
Dontamsetti OPSTECH PVT
LTD
6 Mr. Akash Goyal Founder DaktarZ Chandigarh
7 Mr. Arshdeep Singh Founder Futri Retail Panchkula
8 Mr. Mohammad Jafar CEO Lithos Delhi
Technosoft PVT
LTD
9 Mr. Ramshankar CS CEO Maxbyte Coimbatore
Technologies
10 Mr. Reji Sivankutty CEO PICKY ASSIST Thiruvanant
PVT LTD hapuram
11 Mrs Deeptee Kapila Founder & ATHAQALA Chandigarh
Director FOUNDATION
12 Mrs Linda Manu CEO Clearly Blue Bengaluru
Jacob Digital
13 Ms. Janaki Pulaparthi Founder Akin Analytics Hyderabad
14 Mr. Ujwal Bachhav Director EFFITRON Pune
PVT LTD
15 Mr. Abhay Mehta Chief Cll Australia Melbourne
Representativ
e
16 Mrs. Madhu Senior Cll Chennai
Vasanthy Director
17 Ms. Shweta Lalwani  Program Cll Hyderabad

Manager




Cll Startup Delegation to Australia

Key moments and highlights
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Confederation of Indian Industry

About ClI

Cll set up its Centre of Excellence for Innovation, Entrepreneurship & Start-ups (ClI-
CIES) on the 11th of July 2020 to create a strong ecosystem for entrepreneurship in
the country. Being an industry-led initiative, CII-CIES has the reach, resources and
perspective to design programmes and interventions that increase the odds of
entrepreneurial success in India.

The Government of Telangana is supporting the Centre by way of space at T-Hub
technology startup incubator in the city. CII-CIES is also supported by Pratiksha, a
charitable trust founded by Kris Gopalakrishnan, who also co-founded Infosys.

Vision

To be a world-class, state-of-the-art, corporate-driven, Start-up Resource Platform
that enables growth of successful start-ups in India.

Mission

To evolve and leverage corporate partnership in development and growth of India’s
start-up ecosystem with end-to-end support at a single platform aiming to faster
transformation of business ideas to successful ventures impacting social and
economic development through employment generation and wealth creation.
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Confederation of Indian Industry

The Confederation of Indian Industry (Cll) works to create and sustain an
environment conducive to the development of India, partnering Industry, Government
and civil society, through advisory and consultative processes.

Cll is a non-government, not-for-profit, industry-led and industry-managed
organization, with around 9,000 members from the private as well as public sectors,
including SMEs and MNCs, and an indirect membership of over 300,000 enterprises
from 286 national and regional sectoral industry bodies.

For more than 125 years, Cll has been engaged in shaping India's development
journey and works proactively on transforming Indian Industry's engagement in
national development. Cll charts change by working closely with Government on
policy issues, interfacing with thought leaders, and enhancing efficiency,
competitiveness and business opportunities for industry through a range of
specialized services and strategic global linkages. It also provides a platform for
consensus-building and networking on key issues.

Extending its agenda beyond business, Cll assists industry to identify and execute
corporate citizenship programmes. Partnerships with civil society organizations carry
forward corporate initiatives for integrated and inclusive development across diverse
domains including affirmative action, livelihoods, diversity management, skill
development, empowerment of women, and sustainable development, to name a
few.

As India strategizes for the next 25 years to India@100, Indian industry must scale
the competitiveness ladder to drive growth. It must also internalize the tenets of
sustainability and climate action and accelerate its globalisation journey for
leadership in a changing world. The role played by Indian industry will be central to
the country's progress and success as a nation. ClI, with the Theme for 2023-24 as
"Towards a Competitive and Sustainable India@100: Growth, Inclusiveness,
Globalisation, Building Trust' has prioritized 6 action themes that will catalyze the
journey of the country towards the vision of India@100.

With 65 offices, including 10 Centres of Excellence, in India, and 8 overseas offices
in Australia, Egypt, Germany, Indonesia, Singapore, UAE, UK, and USA, as well as
institutional partnerships with 350 counterpart organizations in 133 countries, ClII
serves as a reference point for Indian industry and the international business
community.




